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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 




A power supply unit, comprising: 



a plurality of power supply circuits having 
different power conversion efficiency characteristics for 
converting an input voltage to a predetermined voltage; 

an input logic for inputting a control signal for 
controlling power consumption states; and 

a switch for switching to one of said plurality of 
power supply circuits Abased on said control signal. 

2. The power supply unit according to Claim 1, wherein 
said switch comprises activation means associated with 
each of said plurality of power supply circuits and 
activates the associated power supply circuit based on 
the state of said /control signal. 

3. The power supply unit according to Claim 1, wherein: 

said plurality of power supply circuits comprises a 
first power supply circuit for accommodating a lesser 
electrical loaca and a second power supply circuit for 
accommodating /a greater electrical load; and 



said swiitch switches to said first power supply 
circuit in response to assertion of said control signal ' 
or said switch switches to said second power supply 
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clrcU it in response to deasser^on of said control 

signal 

4 The power supply unit/ccordin g to C1.1- 1 . ^ner 
cprisin a h oldin g ci Jit for h oldin g a 

rO,,T-»liiv of power supply circuits ror 
fr-nm one of said plurality ui. y 

predefined period o/Ue durin. switch „y sa.d 
switch . 

/ r,^ according to Claim 4, wherein 
15 The power supp/y unit according 
a id control s ig J is deHvered t h rou gh said h o d lng 
circuit prior to/Lin g received by a power supply 

circuit . 
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1 6. A power supply unit, compmsing: 

2 a plurality of power supply circuits having 

3 different power conversion efficiency characteristics for 

4 converting an input voltage fto a predetermined voltage; 

s a detector for sensing the ' amount of power 

e consumption; and / 

0 / 

■\g a switch for causing switching to one of said 

a!* plurality of power supply circuits based on said amount 

sLp of power consumption. / 

±d 7. The power supply/unit according to Claim 6, wherein 

£ = -, said detector senses /said amount of power consumption 

sM based on the amount pf electric power input to said 
plurality of power supply circuits. 

1 8. The power supply unit according to Claim 6, wherein 

2 said switch comprises activation means which is 

3 associated with each of said plurality of power supply 

4 circuits and actir/ates the associated power supply 

5 circuit based on /said amount of power consumption. 

1 9. The power Ripply unit according to Claim 6, wherein: 

2 said plurality of power supply circuits comprises a 

3 power supply ciitrcuit for light load; and 

4 a power si ?ply circuit for heavy load and said 

5 switch causes switching to said power supply circuit for 

e light load if £ aid amount of power consumption is smaller 
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7 than a predetermined value or causers switching to said 

8 power supply circuit for heaAAj^^oad if said amount of 

9 power consumption is greaj^r than said predetermined 
io value . 

1 10. The power Supply unit according to Claim 6, further 

2 comprising hoZaing means for holding a power output for a 

3 predetermined period of time during switching by said 

4 switch. / 



